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BEST Test of English Proficiency
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Your BEST STEP Forward

Test Introduction

The Ministry of Education (MOE) launched the Program on Bilingual

Education for Students in College, referred to as the BEST program,

with the goals of building a bilingual teaching and learning environment

in colleges and universities, strengthening the English proficiency of college- and university-level
students, and promoting EMI courses to enhance the overall international competitiveness of higher
education in Taiwan. The MOE also seeks to foster positive interactions between English teaching,
learning, and assessment programs at colleges and universities. This entails aligning these programs
with specific language standards, tracking students' learning progress, and providing an understanding
of how a learning institution's courses affect performance on assessments. To address these needs,
the MOE has provided funding for the Language Training & Testing Center (LTTC) to develop and
administer the BEST Test of English Proficiency, known by the acronym BESTEP.

Test Purposes

To cultivate good English communication skills among college and university students so that they
can meet the demands of the workplace or international environments.

To evaluate students' English learning outcomes during their school years to enable educational
institutions to continuously improve their teaching quality and provide more effective language
instruction.

To assess students' English proficiency before they enter English-medium instruction (EMI) courses
to ensure their smooth adaptation to a learning environment where English is the language of instruction.
To serve as an important indicator of applicants’ English language proficiency for corporations when
recruiting and selecting employees.

To predict candidates' English performance in a work environment to ensure their ability to adapt to
the needs of international communication or cooperation.

Test Features

The BESTEP is an academic-oriented English proficiency test developed specifically for domestic
college students, so it is a completely new and more suitable assessment tool.

The BESTEP focuses on assessing general academic English and English communication skills in
international academic and workplace situations.

The BESTEP can be linked to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).

The BESTEP covers CEFR levels A to C, thereby effectively measuring a wide range of English
proficiency levels.

Test Fee

The BESTERP is officially recognized by the Ministry of Education under the Program on Bilingual Education
for Students in College. The test fee is fully subsidized by the Ministry of Education. Registration for the
test is completely free.
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Comparison between BESTEP and other commonly used English language proficiency tests

Tests

BESTEP

CSEPT

GEPT

TOEIC

IELTS

Developed by

The Language Training & Testing Center

Educational
Testing Service

British Council

Assessment of

Further study, job

Overseas study

UInIREEHY Sl Uni it applications Further study, and immigration
Tost P English proficiency, niversity ) 2p y I, domestic and to Endli hg
st PUPOSE | international exchange/ camplus _ internationa international job © g S
degree programs, and examination |exchange/degree applications speaklr]g
job applications programs countries
Students/ immi-
College/ )
Targeted | College/university university Students/ Students/ grants in
Test Takers | students students professionals professionals English-speaking
countries
Local and international Int tional Academic com-
Test Focus academic and Campus life .I_ocal a't]d general ; e.rna ona munication in
workplace P international usiness English-speaking
communication communication | communication countries
_ Listening, reading, Listening, Listening, reading, | Listening, reading, | Listening, reading,
Test Skills speaking, writing reading speaking, writing | speaking, writing speaking, writing
Overall score,
Overall
Overall score, score subscores, Overall score, Overall score,
Score Report | subscores, achievement subsc;ores strength and subscores, CEFR subscores, CEFR
rate, CEFR Level ’ | weakness level level
CEFR level | onalysis, CEFR
level
Celrt|f|catle Permanent Permanent Permanent Two years Two years
Expiry Period

ITTC

Advised by the Ministry of Education (MOE)

Official Website: https://bestep.tw

Administered by The Language Training & Testing Center (LTTC)
Contact phone number: 02-2362-6385, ext. 647, 648, 649
Email: bestep@lttc.ntu.edu.tw

Official Website
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